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ABSTRACT

This study explores the impact of financial scarcity on Grade 12 students’ access to educational resources. Financial
scarcity refers to the limited availability of money to obtain essential learning materials such as books, internet access,
laptops, and school supplies, which can affect students’ academic performance and motivation. Using purposive
sampling, data was collected through interviews with Grade 12 students from different classrooms. Findings revealed
that financial limitations hinder students' access to resources, pushing them to rely on borrowed mobile data, free
online materials, and support from teachers or family. Many also experience unstable internet connectivity, affecting
their ability to participate in class and complete tasks. To cope, students seek scholarships, take part-time jobs such as
babysitting or doing laundry, and prioritize basic needs—though these efforts are often insufficient. The study also
highlights the lack of financial education, limited scholarship opportunities, and part-time jobs as persistent
challenges. It recommends increasing scholarship access, promoting part-time work opportunities, and providing
financial literacy programs and resource-sharing initiatives in schools.

Keywords: financial scarcity, educational resources, academic performance, coping strategies.

1. INTRODUCTION

Access to Educational Resources such as Internet, Laptop, textbooks and educational materials, is important to
students for achieving success in education. Financial problems can limit the student’s ability to access these
necessary tools for learning. With the challenges approaching graduation for grade 12, having enough resources is
essential to help students prepare for exams, able to pass the performance task on time, and their future, such as
proceeding to college or getting a job. However, many students are struggling to afford these resources, which could
impact their academic performance and future opportunities. According to Chen & Steinhardt (2024), Solid education
is one of the crucial elements of achieving (American) dream. However, the privileged dominate the distribution of
limited educational resources, leading to a large academic gap between people with different economic status such as
Poor and Wealthy. Cindy Gonzales (2024) found out that, financial background of high school students significantly
impacts their education, as students from financially stable families tend to have better access to educational resources
and opportunities. In contrast, those from lower-income backgrounds may face barriers that can affect their academic
achievement. While there has been various research on how financial issues affect students, there is a lack of research
that specifically looks at how financial difficulties impact the ability of students to access learning. Moreover, existing
literature often looks at local factors such as community support, which may affect students’ abilities to manage these
challenges. Therefore, this study aims to fill this gas by focusing on a unique situation of grade 12 students at
Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School and exploring how financial scarcity influences their access to
educational resources. The impact of financial scarcity on Grade 12 students’ access to educational resources at
Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School is crucial as it helps students understand how financial difficulties
students’ ability to get the resources, they need for school. The findings will be useful for school officials, teachers,
and local leaders to find ways to support students better, whether through financial aid or providing more resources.
By understanding the challenges faced by students, we can help create solutions that ensure all students have a chance
to succeed, regardless of their financial situation. Furthermore, this study could also raise awareness about supporting
students from low-income backgrounds to improve their education. The study has been focused on how financial
scarcity affects Grade 12 students' ability to access educational resources at Hinatuan National Comprehensive High
School. The study aimed to assess the impact of financial scarcity on Grade 12 students' access to educational
resources at Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School. By exploring how limited financial resources affect
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students’ ability to access books, supplies, and other educational tools, the study seeks to provide important insights
that help improve the support systems for students facing financial challenges.

2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 Research Design

The Impact of Financial Scarcity of Grade 12 Senior High School students Access to Educational Resources at
Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School was determined, the researchers utilize qualitative research
methodology. A structured interview has been used in this study to gather enough information from the respondents.

2.2 Research Instrument

For the research instrument, the researcher prepared a structured interview to obtain the needed data for the study.
That allows the researcher to collect data directly from the respondents by asking them a series of questions related to
their experience of having limited access of educational resources due to financial problems.

Data Gathering Procedures

The study's respondents were grade 12 senior high school students at Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School.
To gather and collect data, the primary tool the researcher has been used is through interviews. The researcher
collected the data by visiting each student's classroom and requesting permission to participate and answer the
questions. This can increase the reliability and credibility of the results of interview without using force.

3. MODELING AND ANALYSIS

The researcher has explored and interpreted how financial scarcity impacts Grade 12 students’ access to educational
resources at Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School. Through qualitative methods like interview, the study
will examine the students’ perceptions about the limitations of money and how these affect their ability to access
necessary resources such as technology;laptop, books, and other educational materials. In this research, numerical
measures would not be used but rather emphasize the data using a description. The researcher analyzed the themes and
patterns that emerge to gain a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by students in managing financial
constraints while pursuing their education. The stratified random sampling and purposive sampling technique has been
employed in this study to ensure equal representation of each identified stratum. As a result, out of the total population
of Grade 12 Senior High School students at Hinatuan National Comprehensive High School, 64 students were selected
for the interview. Each of the 8 sections provided 8 respondents for this study.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The focus of this study is to examine the demographic profile of Grade 12 students at Hinatuan National
Comprehensive High School, particularly in relation to financial scarcity and its impact on their access to educational
resources. This includes key factors such as their age, sex, and access to educational resources. As part of the data
collection process, respondents were asked to provide information regarding these factors to better understand the
challenges they face in accessing educational resources.

Table 1. Profile of the Respondents by Age

AGE RANKING | PERCENTAGE
17 1 50%

18 2 37.5%

19 3 12.5%

TOTAL | 100 100%

The data presented in Table 1 indicates that most respondents are 17 years old, making up 50% of the total. This is
followed by 18-year-olds, who account for 37.5% of the respondents. Lastly, the 19-year-old age group represents the
smallest portion, comprising 12.5% of the total participants.

Table 2. Profile of the Respondents by Age

SEX RANKING PERCENTAGE
Female |1 54.17%

Male 2 45.83%

TOTAL | 100 100%
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Table 2 shows that most of the respondents in the study are female, making up 54.17% of the total. Male respondents
make up 45.83%. This means that there are more females than males in the study, but the difference is not very large.
The results suggest that while both genders are well represented, females make up a slightly bigger portion of the
participants.

Table 3. Thematic Analysis of Financial Scarcity and Its Influence on Students' Access to Educational

Resources
THEMES DESCRIPTION FINDINGS
Limited access to learning | Financial scarcity hinders students | Some students rely on borrowing
materials from purchasing necessary material | things from classmates and often
such as Laptop that affect their pass their homework late.
ability to pass homework on time.
Inconsistent School Decrease the School Attendance Students skip classes because
Attendance due to lack of money for they cannot afford transportation
transportation, meals, and school or meals.
contribution.
Unstable internet access Hinders students from securing a Some students borrow data from
for learning stable internet connection, affecting classmates and friends which
their ability to research, and submit disrupt their ability to meet
assignments online academic requirements.
Academic performance The lack of financial resources Students experience academic
and motivation impact makes it difficult for students to struggles due to incomplete
complete assignments and assignments and limited access to
participate actively in class, often study materials. Some feel
leading to lower grades discouraged or unmotivated to

continue their education due to
these challenges.

Financial difficulties have a significant impact on students' education, affecting their ability to access learning
materials, attend school consistently, and perform academically. Many students struggle to afford essential materials
like laptops, leading to delays in completing homework as they often rely on borrowing from classmates. Additionally,
some students were not able to go to school because they cannot afford transportation, meals, or school fees, resulting
in inconsistent attendance. Moreover, unstable internet access also poses a challenge, as students without a reliable
connection find it difficult to research and submit assignments, sometimes having to borrow data from friends, which
disrupts their studies. These financial struggles ultimately affect academic performance and motivation, making it
harder for students to complete assignments, participate in class, and achieve good grades. As a result, some students
feel discouraged or unmotivated to continue their education. Olufemioladebinu et al. (2018) found out that students
with low socioeconomic family backgrounds have lower academic performance than students with higher
socioeconomic family backgrounds. Furthermore, Asri (2016) asserted that students from higher-income families
could benefit from a stimulating learning environment, enabling them to excel and achieve superior academic
outcomes.

Table 4. Thematic Analysis of Strategies Used by Grade 12 Students to Cope with Financial Limitations in
Accessing Educational Resources

THEMES DESCRIPTION FINDINGS
Budgeting and Prioritizing Focusing on the needs for school Many students skip eating lunch
needs while planning the expenses and snacks to prioritize school
carefully. needs and transportation.
Seeking financial Students seek help from relatives Students are struggling with school
Assistance and scholarship | and apply for scholarships to cover | expenses, so they actively look for
school expenses. scholarships.
Part time jobs Some students take on part time jobs Students doing small jobs like
to earn extra money for school laundry and errands to help fund
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To cope with financial difficulties in accessing education, students use various strategies such as budgeting, seeking
financial assistance, and working part-time jobs. Many students prioritize their school needs by carefully planning
their expenses, often skipping meals to save money for transportation and school supplies. Some students seek
financial help from relatives or apply for scholarships to cover their educational costs. Others take part-time jobs,
doing small tasks like laundry or errands, to earn extra money for school expenses. These strategies highlight how
students actively find ways to continue their education despite financial struggles. Additionally, students express a
strong need for more financial aid, part-time job opportunities, and government assistance to help cover tuition,
transportation, school materials, and food. They also suggest that schools should reduce or limit fees to ease their
financial burden. A study by Montilla et.al. (2019) found that the program; 4ps, had a positive impact on school
participation, with a significant increase in the number of children enrolled in school. Another study by Howlett et.al.
(2018) looked at the impact of the 4Ps program on the education outcomes of children living in poor communities.
The study found that the program had a positive effect on both school enrollment and attendance, with children from
beneficiary households having higher rates of school attendance than their counterparts from non-beneficiary
households. These findings highlight the urgent need for more comprehensive financial support systems for students,
including scholarships, subsidized tuition fees, and free educational materials. Schools and policymakers should also
implement programs that provide financial literacy education to help students manage their money more effectively.
Additionally, mentor-ship and counseling programs can support students in navigating financial stress while
maintaining their academic focus. Addressing these financial barriers can help create a more inclusive and equitable
educational system, ensuring that students from all economic backgrounds can succeed.

5. CONCLUSION

The study findings show that money problems make it hard for students to focus on their studies and stay motivated.
Many students struggle to pay for school fees, transportation, and supplies, which causes stress and affects their
performance in school. To deal with these challenges, students try different ways to save money, budget wisely, and
even work part-time jobs. However, these solutions are not always enough, and some students still find it hard to stay
engaged in school. Even though some students remain determined despite financial struggles, many still need extra
support to succeed. The study highlights the importance of reducing and limiting school fees, increasing scholarships,
and teaching students how to manage their money wisely. Schools, the government, and private organizations must
work together to provide more financial assistance and resources for students in need. In the end, this research shows
that financial support is essential for students to succeed in school. If schools and the government take steps to make
education more affordable, students will have a better chance of performing well, staying motivated, and achieving
their goals.
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