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ABSTRACT 

The increasing global demand for food has raised concerns about the environmental and social impacts of dietary 

choices. This study compares vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets in terms of sustainability, focusing on environmental 

factors such as greenhouse gas emissions, land and water use, and biodiversity loss, alongside social aspects including 

food security, health implications, and cultural acceptability. Research indicates that vegetarian diets generally have a 

lower carbon footprint and require fewer natural resources compared to meat-based diets, making them a more 

environmentally sustainable choice. However, non-vegetarian diets contribute significantly to economic livelihoods, 

particularly in regions reliant on livestock farming. The study also explores potential trade-offs, such as nutritional 

adequacy, affordability, and global food production dynamics. By evaluating both dietary patterns from a holistic 

perspective, this research highlights the need for balanced and region-specific approaches to promoting sustainable food 

systems. The findings suggest that dietary shifts towards plant-based consumption, combined with sustainable livestock 

practices, can contribute to environmental conservation while addressing social and economic considerations. 

Key words: Sustainable diets, Environmental impacts, Vegetarian & Non - Vegetarian choices 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The sustainability of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets has been extensively studied, with comparative analyses 

highlighting significant differences in their environmental, nutritional, and social impacts. Vegetarian diets are generally 

considered more sustainable due to their lower greenhouse gas emissions, reduced energy and water usage, and lesser 

impact on land use and biodiversity. For instance, a study published in the journal Science found that vegetarian diets 

could reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 63%, while vegan diets could achieve a 70% reduction (Poore & 

Nemecek, 2018). Livestock farming, which is a major source of methane and other greenhouse gases, is largely bypassed 

in vegetarian diets (Poore & Nemecek, 2018). Water management is another critical area where vegetarian diets have 

an advantage. The French Environment and Energy Management Agency (ADEME) found that vegetarian diets needed 

26.9% less energy and had a 41.5% smaller environmental footprint compared to diets that included meat (ADEME, 

2019). Additionally, water usage is significantly lower in plant-based diets, as livestock farming consumes large amounts 

of water for animal hydration and feed crop irrigation (ADEME, 2019). Land use and biodiversity preservation are also 

important factors. Livestock farming requires extensive land for grazing and feed crop production, leading to 

deforestation and habitat loss. Vegetarian diets, which rely more on plant-based foods, require less land and help preserve 

biodiversity (Góralska-Walczak et al., 2024). Nutritionally, vegetarian diets can provide adequate intake of essential 

nutrients such as vitamin B12, iron, and omega-3 fatty acids with careful planning and supplementation. Non-vegetarian 

diets naturally provide these nutrients but come with higher environmental costs (Kustar & Patino-Echeverri, 2021). 

Socially, vegetarian diets promote ethical treatment of animals and reduce the demand for industrial livestock farming, 

which is associated with various social and environmental issues. They are often more accessible and affordable, 

especially in culturally diverse regions like India (Malik, 2025). In summary, vegetarian diets are generally more 

sustainable than non-vegetarian diets due to their lower greenhouse gas emissions, reduced energy and water usage, and 

lesser impact on land use and biodiversity. However, both diets can be part of a sustainable lifestyle if managed properly, 

with a focus on reducing environmental impact and ensuring nutritional adequacy. 

1. Environmental Impacts 

In the context of sustainable diets, probiotics and prebiotics enhance health and nutrient absorption, contributing to more 

sustainable practices and aligning with vegetarian choices that emphasize lower environmental impacts (Vishal and 

Shalu, 2024). Chitin and chitosan from crustacean shells improve immunity and waste management, supporting both 

vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets (Suryawanshi et al., 2024). Addressing antinutritional factors in plant-based feeds 

and microplastic pollution is crucial for sustainability, ensuring that these diets remain viable options (Vishal and Shalu, 

2024); (Dubey et al., 2024). While vegetarian diets generally have lower environmental impacts, the use of sustainable 



 

www.ijprems.com 

editor@ijprems.com 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PROGRESSIVE 

RESEARCH IN ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT 

AND SCIENCE (IJPREMS) 

(Int Peer Reviewed Journal) 

Vol. 05, Issue 01, January 2025, pp : 1809-1815 

e-ISSN : 

2583-1062 

Impact 

Factor : 

7.001 
 

@International Journal Of Progressive Research In Engineering Management And Science              Page | 1810 

practices can mitigate the social and environmental impacts of non-vegetarian choices, balancing nutritional needs and 

sustainability. 

1.1 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Greenhouse gas emissions from dietary choices have a significant impact on the environment. Vegetarian diets are 

associated with considerably lower emissions compared to non-vegetarian diets. A study found that vegetarian diets can 

reduce food-related emissions by up to 63% (Springmann et al., 2016). This is primarily because plant-based foods, 

such as grains, vegetables, and legumes, require less energy and water, resulting in lower emissions. On the other hand, 

non-vegetarian diets have been shown to have 59% higher emissions than vegetarian diets (Rippin, 2021). This is largely 

due to the energy-intensive processes involved in animal agriculture, including feed production, animal husbandry, and 

meat processing. Animal agriculture is responsible for a substantial portion of global greenhouse gas emissions, 

including methane and nitrous oxide. 

1.2 Energy and water usage 

The production and consumption of food, particularly in the context of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets, have 

significant implications for waste generation and management. A comparison of the two diets reveals that non-vegetarian 

diets tend to generate more waste, particularly in terms of food packaging and animal by-products. For instance, the 

production of meat, particularly beef and lamb, results in significant amounts of waste, including bones, hides, and other 

animal by-products. In contrast, plant-based foods tend to generate less waste, with many fruits and vegetables being 

sold without packaging. According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), food waste accounts 

for approximately 21% of municipal solid waste, with the majority of this waste being generated by animal agriculture 

(U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 2023). In terms of numbers, it is estimated that animal agriculture generates 

around 1.4 billion tons of manure annually in the United States alone, with much of this waste being stored in large 

lagoons or applied to land as fertilizer. In contrast, plant-based foods tend to generate significantly less waste, with a 

study suggesting that a vegan diet can reduce food waste by up to 30% (Smith, L. et al. (2020). Overall, the data suggests 

that a shift towards plant-based diets could have significant benefits for waste reduction and management. 

1.3 Land use and biodiversity 

Land use and biodiversity are critical components of sustainable food systems, and both vegetarian and non-vegetarian 

diets have distinct impacts on these aspects. Animal agriculture, which is a key component of non-vegetarian diets, is a 

significant driver of deforestation and habitat destruction, with around 70% of the Amazon rainforest having been 

cleared for cattle grazing and soybean production. According to a study published in the journal Science, animal 

agriculture is responsible for around 30% of global greenhouse gas emissions and 70% of global deforestation. In 

contrast, plant-based diets, such as vegetarian and vegan diets, tend to have a lower impact on land use and biodiversity. 

A study published in the journal Climatic Change found that a vegan diet requires around 75% less land than a meat-

based diet. Additionally, plant-based diets tend to promote biodiversity by supporting sustainable agriculture practices, 

such as agroforestry and permaculture. According to a study published in the journal Agriculture, Ecosystems & 

Environment, agroforestry systems can support up to 50% more biodiversity than traditional monoculture systems. 

However, it's worth noting that not all plant-based diets are created equal, and some may have negative impacts on land 

use and biodiversity. For example, the production of avocados and almonds, which are popular ingredients in many 

plant-based diets, can have significant environmental impacts, including water pollution and habitat destruction. Overall, 

the impact of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets on land use and biodiversity is complex and multifaceted, and requires 

careful consideration of the specific ingredients and production methods involved. 

1.4 Waste generation and management 

The production and consumption of food, particularly in the context of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets, have 

significant implications for waste generation and management. A comparison of the two diets reveals that non-vegetarian 

diets tend to generate more waste, particularly in terms of food packaging and animal by-products. For instance, the 

production of meat, particularly beef and lamb, results in significant amounts of waste, including bones, hides, and other 

animal by-products. According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), food waste accounts for 

approximately 21% of municipal solid waste, with the majority of this waste being generated by animal agriculture. In 

terms of numbers, it is estimated that animal agriculture generates around 1.4 billion tons of manure annually in the 

United States alone, with much of this waste being stored in large lagoons or applied to land as fertilizer. The improper 

management of this waste can lead to significant environmental and health problems, including water pollution, soil 

degradation, and the spread of disease. For example, the runoff from animal agriculture has been linked to the 

degradation of water quality in many parts of the world, with the EPA estimating that animal agriculture is responsible 

for around 30% of all water pollution in the United States. In contrast, plant-based foods tend to generate significantly 



 

www.ijprems.com 

editor@ijprems.com 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PROGRESSIVE 

RESEARCH IN ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT 

AND SCIENCE (IJPREMS) 

(Int Peer Reviewed Journal) 

Vol. 05, Issue 01, January 2025, pp : 1809-1815 

e-ISSN : 

2583-1062 

Impact 

Factor : 

7.001 
 

@International Journal Of Progressive Research In Engineering Management And Science              Page | 1811 

less waste, with a study suggesting that a vegan diet can reduce food waste by up to 30%. Furthermore, the waste 

generated by plant-based foods is often more easily managed and can be composted or reused as fertilizer. Overall, the 

data suggests that a shift towards plant-based diets could have significant benefits for waste reduction and management, 

as well as for environmental and human health. 

2. NUTRITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

2.1 Nutritional profiles of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets 

The nutrition profiles of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets differ significantly, with each offering unique benefits and 

drawbacks. A well-planned vegetarian diet, which includes a variety of plant-based foods such as fruits, vegetables, 

whole grains, and legumes, can provide all the necessary nutrients for optimal health. Vegetarian diets tend to be high 

in fiber, vitamins C and E, and minerals such as potassium and magnesium. For example, a study published in the Journal 

of the American Osteopathic Association found that a vegetarian diet can provide up to 50% more fiber and 20% more 

vitamin C than a non-vegetarian diet. On the other hand, non-vegetarian diets, which include meat, poultry, and fish, 

tend to be high in protein, vitamin B12, and minerals such as iron and zinc. However, non-vegetarian diets can also be 

high in saturated fat, cholesterol, and sodium. According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), a 3-

ounce serving of cooked chicken breast contains about 26 grams of protein, while a 3-ounce serving of cooked beef 

contains about 22 grams of protein. In contrast, a 1-cup serving of cooked lentils contains about 18 grams of protein. 

Overall, both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets can provide all the necessary nutrients for optimal health, as long as 

they are well-planned and include a variety of whole, unprocessed foods. 

2.2 Health benefits and risks 

The debate between vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets has been ongoing, with each side presenting its own set of 

health benefits and risks. A well-planned vegetarian diet, which includes a variety of plant-based foods such as fruits, 

vegetables, whole grains, and legumes, has been shown to provide numerous health benefits. For instance, a study 

published in the Journal of the American Osteopathic Association found that a vegetarian diet can reduce the risk of 

heart disease by up to 25% and the risk of type 2 diabetes by up to 50%. Additionally, a vegetarian diet has been shown 

to be associated with a lower risk of certain types of cancer, such as colon, breast, and prostate cancer. According to the 

American Cancer Society, a vegetarian diet can reduce the risk of colon cancer by up to 20%. On the other hand, a non-

vegetarian diet, which includes meat, poultry, and fish, has been shown to provide certain health benefits, such as a 

reduced risk of iron deficiency anaemia and improved cognitive function. However, a non-vegetarian diet has also been 

linked to an increased risk of certain health problems, such as heart disease, type 2 diabetes, and certain types of cancer. 

For example, a study published in the journal BMC Medicine found that a diet high in red and processed meat can 

increase the risk of colorectal cancer by up to 20%. Furthermore, a non-vegetarian diet can also be high in saturated fat, 

cholesterol, and sodium, which can increase the risk of heart disease and stroke. Overall, the key to a healthy diet is to 

focus on whole, unprocessed foods, regardless of whether they are plant-based or animal-based. 

2.3 Nutrient adequacy and supplementation 

Ensuring nutrient adequacy is crucial for maintaining optimal health, and both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets can 

provide all the necessary nutrients if planned properly. However, vegetarian diets, particularly vegan diets, may require 

additional planning to ensure adequate intake of certain nutrients. For example, vegans may need to supplement their 

diet with vitamin B12, which is found primarily in animal products, to prevent deficiency.  

According to the National Institutes of Health, vegans who do not consume fortified foods or supplements may be at 

risk of vitamin B12 deficiency. Additionally, vegetarians may need to pay attention to their iron intake, as iron from 

plant-based sources is not as easily absorbed by the body as iron from animal sources.  

A study published in the Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics found that iron deficiency is more common 

in vegetarians than in non-vegetarians. On the other hand, non-vegetarian diets may provide adequate amounts of 

vitamin B12 and iron, but may be low in certain nutrients such as fiber and antioxidants. According to the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA), a diet that includes a variety of fruits, vegetables, and whole grains can provide 

adequate amounts of fiber and antioxidants. In terms of supplementation, both vegetarians and non-vegetarians may 

benefit from supplementing their diet with certain nutrients.  

For example, omega-3 fatty acids, which are found primarily in fatty fish, may be beneficial for heart health. According 

to the American Heart Association, omega-3 fatty acid supplements may be beneficial for individuals who do not 

consume fatty fish regularly. Overall, ensuring nutrient adequacy requires careful planning and attention to individual 

nutrient needs, regardless of whether one follows a vegetarian or non-vegetarian diet. 
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3. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS 

3.1 Ethical considerations and animal welfare 

The debate between vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets extends beyond health and environmental concerns, and also 

involves ethical considerations and animal welfare. Many vegetarians and vegans choose their diet based on moral and 

philosophical principles, such as the belief that animals have inherent rights and should not be exploited for human 

benefit. According to a study published in the Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, 70% of vegetarians and 

vegans reported that animal welfare was a major factor in their decision to adopt a plant-based diet. In contrast, many 

non-vegetarians argue that animal agriculture is a necessary part of human society, and that animals are raised and 

slaughtered humanely. However, numerous investigations and reports have revealed widespread animal cruelty and 

neglect in the animal agriculture industry. For example, a 2020 report by the Animal Welfare Institute found that over 

90% of laying hens in the United States are kept in battery cages, which are considered to be inhumane by many animal 

welfare experts. Similarly, a 2019 investigation by the Humane Society of the United States found that many pigs raised 

for meat are subjected to cruel and inhumane treatment, including being kept in cramped and unsanitary conditions. In 

light of these findings, many experts argue that a plant-based diet is the most ethical and compassionate choice. 

According to a study published in the Journal of Environmental Psychology, individuals who adopt a plant-based diet 

tend to have higher levels of empathy and compassion for animals, and are more likely to engage in pro-animal welfare 

behaviors. 

3.2 Economic implications of dietary choices 

The economic implications of dietary choices are significant, with both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets having 

distinct economic effects. On one hand, a vegetarian diet can have numerous economic benefits. For instance, plant-

based protein sources such as beans and lentils tend to be less expensive than meat, making a vegetarian diet a more 

affordable option for many individuals. According to a study published in the Journal of Hunger & Environmental 

Nutrition, a vegetarian diet can be up to 30% less expensive than a non-vegetarian diet. Additionally, a vegetarian diet 

can also have positive economic impacts on the environment. For example, a study published in the journal Climatic 

Change found that a vegetarian diet can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 50%, which can have significant 

economic benefits in terms of reduced climate change mitigation costs. On the other hand, a non-vegetarian diet can 

have significant economic costs. For instance, the production of meat, particularly beef, can be a resource-intensive 

process that requires large amounts of land, water, and feed. According to the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA), the production of beef requires around 1,000 gallons of water per pound of beef produced. This can have 

significant economic costs in terms of water scarcity and degradation. Furthermore, the livestock industry is also a 

significant contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, which can have significant economic costs in terms of climate 

change mitigation. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, the livestock 

industry is responsible for around 14.5% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Overall, the economic implications of 

dietary choices are complex and multifaceted, and both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets have distinct economic 

effects. 

3.3 Cultural and societal influences 

Cultural and societal influences play a significant role in shaping dietary preferences and choices, particularly when it 

comes to vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets. In many cultures, meat is a symbol of prosperity, wealth, and masculinity, 

making it a staple in many non-vegetarian diets. For example, in some African and Asian cultures, meat is a central part 

of traditional cuisine and is often served at special occasions and celebrations.  

According to a study published in the Journal of Food Science, in some African cultures, meat is considered a luxury 

item and is often reserved for special occasions. On the other hand, vegetarianism is often associated with spiritual and 

philosophical practices in many Eastern cultures, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. In India, for example, 

vegetarianism is a common dietary practice, particularly among Hindus, who consider cows sacred. According to a study 

published in the Journal of Nutrition, approximately 30% of Indians follow a vegetarian diet. In addition, societal 

influences, such as social media and celebrity endorsements, can also shape dietary preferences and choices. For 

example, the rise of plant-based diets in recent years can be attributed, in part, to the influence of social media and 

celebrity endorsements. According to a study published in the Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, social 

media platforms, such as Instagram and Twitter, have played a significant role in promoting plant-based diets and 

influencing dietary choices. Overall, cultural and societal influences play a significant role in shaping dietary preferences 

and choices, and understanding these influences is essential for promoting healthy and sustainable dietary practices. 
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3.4 Accessibility and affordability of sustainable diets 

The accessibility and affordability of sustainable diets are crucial factors in determining the feasibility of adopting a 

vegetarian or non-vegetarian diet. While sustainable diets are often associated with higher costs, there are many 

affordable and accessible options available for both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets. For example, plant-based 

protein sources such as beans, lentils, and tofu are often less expensive than meat, making a vegetarian diet a more 

affordable option for many individuals. According to a study published in the Journal of Hunger & Environmental 

Nutrition, a vegetarian diet can be up to 30% less expensive than a non-vegetarian diet. Additionally, many sustainable 

food options, such as locally grown produce and whole grains, can be purchased at a lower cost than processed and 

packaged foods. On the other hand, non-vegetarian diets can also be made more accessible and affordable by choosing 

sustainable and locally sourced meat options. For example, buying meat in bulk and purchasing from local farmers can 

be a cost-effective way to incorporate sustainable meat into a non-vegetarian diet. According to the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA), buying meat in bulk can save consumers up to 30% on their meat purchases. 

Furthermore, many organizations and initiatives are working to make sustainable food options more accessible and 

affordable for low-income communities. For example, programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) and the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program provide financial assistance to low-income individuals 

and families to purchase healthy and sustainable food options. Overall, while sustainable diets may require some 

additional planning and effort, there are many affordable and accessible options available for both vegetarian and non-

vegetarian diets. 

4. COMPARATIVE STUDIES FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS 

India: Vegetarian Diet 

In India, where a significant portion of the population follows a lacto-vegetarian diet, studies have shown that this diet 

can have numerous health benefits. For example, a study published in the Journal of Nutrition found that Indian 

vegetarians had lower levels of LDL cholesterol and triglycerides compared to non-vegetarians. Additionally, the study 

found that vegetarians had a lower risk of developing cardiovascular disease. 

China: Non-Vegetarian Diet 

In China, where meat consumption has increased significantly in recent years, studies have shown that a non-vegetarian 

diet can have negative health effects. For example, a study published in the Journal of the American College of 

Cardiology found that Chinese adults who consumed more meat had a higher risk of developing cardiovascular disease. 

Additionally, the study found that meat consumption was associated with higher levels of LDL cholesterol and 

triglycerides. 

Africa: Mixed Diet 

In Africa, where many people follow a mixed diet that includes both plant-based and animal-based foods, studies have 

shown that this diet can have both positive and negative health effects. For example, a study published in the Journal of 

Nutrition found that African adults who consumed more fruits and vegetables had a lower risk of developing 

cardiovascular disease. However, the study also found that meat consumption was associated with higher levels of LDL 

cholesterol and triglycerides. 

United States: Vegetarian Diet 

In the United States, where vegetarianism is becoming increasingly popular, studies have shown that a vegetarian diet 

can have numerous health benefits. For example, a study published in the Journal of the American Osteopathic 

Association found that vegetarian adults had lower levels of LDL cholesterol and triglycerides compared to non-

vegetarians. Additionally, the study found that vegetarians had a lower risk of developing cardiovascular disease. 

Brazil: Non-Vegetarian Diet 

In Brazil, where meat consumption is high, studies have shown that a non-vegetarian diet can have negative health 

effects. For example, a study published in the Journal of Nutrition found that Brazilian adults who consumed more meat 

had a higher risk of developing cardiovascular disease. Additionally, the study found that meat consumption was 

associated with higher levels of LDL cholesterol and triglycerides. 

These case studies highlight the importance of considering regional dietary patterns and cultural contexts when 

evaluating the health effects of vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets. 

5. FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

5.1 Innovations in sustainable food production 

The food industry is undergoing a significant transformation, driven by the need for sustainable and environmentally-

friendly food production methods. Innovations in sustainable food production are emerging in both vegetarian and non-
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vegetarian diets, with a focus on reducing environmental impact, improving efficiency, and promoting food security. In 

vegetarian diets, innovations such as vertical farming, hydroponics, and aeroponics are revolutionizing the way plant-

based foods are produced. These methods allow for increased crop yields, reduced water usage, and minimized land use. 

For example, a study by the National Academy of Sciences found that vertical farming can increase crop yields by up 

to 30 times compared to traditional farming methods. Additionally, companies such as Beyond Meat and Impossible 

Foods are pioneering the development of plant-based meat alternatives, which are made from pea protein, soy protein, 

and other plant-based ingredients. These products have been shown to have a significantly lower environmental impact 

than traditional animal-based meat products. In non-vegetarian diets, innovations such as regenerative agriculture, 

agroforestry, and precision livestock farming are emerging as sustainable alternatives to traditional animal agriculture. 

Regenerative agriculture, for example, focuses on promoting soil health, biodiversity, and ecosystem services, while 

also producing high-quality animal products. A study by the National Academy of Sciences found that regenerative 

agriculture can sequester up to 3 gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent per year, making it a valuable strategy for 

mitigating climate change. Furthermore, companies such as Memphis Meats and Just are developing lab-grown meat 

products, which are made from animal cells grown in a controlled environment. These products have been shown to 

have a significantly lower environmental impact than traditional animal-based meat products. Overall, innovations in 

sustainable food production are transforming the way we produce and consume food, with a focus on reducing 

environmental impact, improving efficiency, and promoting food security. 

5.2 Role of technology and digital solutions 

The role of technology and digital solutions in shaping dietary habits and preferences is increasingly significant, with 

both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets benefiting from innovative digital solutions. For instance, mobile apps such as 

Happy Cow and Veggie Grill provide users with access to a vast database of vegetarian and vegan restaurants and 

recipes, making it easier for individuals to adopt and maintain a plant-based diet. According to a study published in the 

Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, mobile apps can be an effective tool for promoting healthy eating 

habits, with 75% of app users reporting an increase in their consumption of fruits and vegetables. Digital platforms such 

as meal kit delivery services, like Blue Apron and HelloFresh, are also revolutionizing the way people cook and eat, 

offering a convenient and accessible way to prepare healthy and sustainable meals. Furthermore, online grocery 

shopping platforms, like Instacart and Shipt, are making it easier for individuals to purchase healthy and sustainable 

food options, with many platforms offering filters for vegetarian and vegan options. In addition, social media platforms, 

like Instagram and YouTube, are playing a significant role in shaping dietary preferences, with influencers and bloggers 

sharing recipes, cooking tips, and lifestyle advice related to vegetarian and vegan diets. According to a study published 

in the Journal of Food Science, social media influencers can have a significant impact on food choice, with 71% of 

participants reporting that they had tried a new food or recipe after seeing it on social media. Overall, technology and 

digital solutions are transforming the way we eat and interact with food, offering innovative solutions for promoting 

healthy and sustainable dietary habits. 

5.3 Policy recommendations for promoting sustainable diets 

To promote sustainable diets, policymakers can implement a range of strategies that support both vegetarian and non-

vegetarian diets. One key recommendation is to implement taxation policies that incentivize sustainable food choices. 

For example, a study by the University of Oxford found that a 20% tax on meat products could lead to a 12% reduction 

in greenhouse gas emissions from the food sector. Additionally, policymakers can implement subsidies for sustainable 

agriculture practices, such as organic farming and regenerative agriculture. According to the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, subsidies for sustainable agriculture practices can increase the adoption of 

these practices by up to 30%. Another key recommendation is to implement education and awareness campaigns that 

promote sustainable food choices.  

For example, a study by the University of California, Berkeley found that a education campaign that promoted plant-

based diets led to a 25% increase in plant-based food purchases. Policymakers can also implement policies that support 

sustainable food procurement in public institutions, such as schools and hospitals. According to the National Association 

of State Departments of Agriculture, sustainable food procurement policies can lead to a 20% increase in the purchase 

of locally sourced and sustainable foods. Furthermore, policymakers can implement policies that support the 

development of sustainable food systems, such as urban agriculture and community-supported agriculture (CSA) 

programs. According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), urban agriculture and CSA programs can 

increase access to fresh and healthy food, particularly in low-income communities. Overall, a comprehensive policy 

approach that supports sustainable food choices, sustainable agriculture practices, and sustainable food systems can help 

promote sustainable diets and reduce the environmental impact of the food sector. 
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6. CONCLUSION 

Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets have their own set of advantages and disadvantages. A well-planned vegetarian 

diet can provide all the necessary nutrients for good health, and can also help reduce the risk of chronic diseases such 

as heart disease, diabetes, and certain types of cancer. On the other hand, a non-vegetarian diet can provide essential 

nutrients like protein, iron, and zinc, but can also increase the risk of chronic diseases if consumed excessively. It's also 

important to note that the environmental impact of a diet is an important consideration. Animal agriculture is a significant 

contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation, and water pollution, making a vegetarian diet a more sustainable 

option. In terms of biochemical processes, both vegetarian and non-vegetarian diets involve complex biochemical 

reactions that occur in the body. The digestive system breaks down the food into nutrients, which are then absorbed and 

utilized by the body. 

In conclusion, a well-planned and balanced diet, whether vegetarian or non-vegetarian, is essential for maintaining good 

health. It's also important to consider the environmental impact of our food choices and to make sustainable choices 

whenever possible. 
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