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ABSTRACT 

In order to build asphalted or unpaved vehicle roads and rail systems on highly soft and unstable ground, road and 

railway stabilization involves the use of geosynthetic reinforcing materials. The performance and design life of 

highway and railroad construction structures are improved by the use of geosynthetics in applications such geogrids, 

roads, railroads, airports, and other earthworks with weak ground support. The building procedure is significantly 

shortened by the quick, straightforward installation of geosynthetics compared to typical road construction goods. 

Before installing the geosynthetic granular substrate on roadways, geosynthetics are laid on the flimsy foundation 

floor. With the use of geosynthetics, the slab's structural integrity is preserved and the granular sub-base material is 

kept from settling into the porous substrate. The flooring that is constructed on a shaky floor now requires more 

upkeep thanks to the usage of geosynthetics. 

Keywords:-  Asphalt, Geosynthetic, Road Constructıon, Railway Stabilization. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In several areas of civil engineering, particularly geotechnical engineering, geosynthetic materials are frequently 

employed. Beginning in the early 1900s, PVC (polyvinyl chloride), the basic material for geotextile, was used to 

create synthetic fiber. Since the mid-1960s, non-woven textiles have been made as a fabrication. Synthetic woven 

fabrics (also known as geotextiles) were initially employed to mitigate coastal erosion in Florida, USA, in 1958, and it 

is clear that this geotextile material use is still doing its job today. Following the development of geotextile goods with 

various functionalities and the production of geomembrane, geogrid, and geocomposite products, the use of 

geosynthetics has quickly risen in other sectors of civil engineering, such as geotechnics. The capacity to make these 

polymer-based goods by customizing them to meet customer demands, their lightweight designs that facilitate 

transportation, and their simplicity of use in comparison to conventional construction materials all play a significant 

part in the growth of their application areas. Geosynthetics are defined by ASTM as polymeric planar materials that 

are employed with soil, rock, soil, or another geotechnical engineering material as a component of a building project, 

structure, or system. Although the first known use of geosynthetic materials in civil engineering was in the field of 

geotechnical engineering with the application of soil improvement with geotextile material, its usage has become 

widespread due to different manufacturing types and application possibilities, and it is used in nearly all fields of civil 

engineering today. According to manufacturing kinds, traditional materials are integrated with geosynthetics, such as 

geotextiles, geogrids, geomembranes, geonets, geocomposites, and geosynthetic clay coatings, among other goods. 

Objectives 

The various objectives of Geosynthetics are as folows:- 

 Stabilization is utilized in a number of engineering projects, with geosynthetics being most often employed in the 

pavements of highways and airports, where the primary goals are to enhance the stability or strength of the soil 

and lower construction costs. 

 In order to structurally strengthen unpaved roads with little traffic, geosynthetics are often used. Geosynthetics 

have been used in base courses or over weak subgrades to reduce rut depths and increase pavement longevity. 

 The ability of these polymer-based products to be produced by adapting them according to their needs, their 

lightweight structures with ease of transportation and being easy-to-use materials compared to other building 

materials play an important role in the expansion of their usage areas. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

J.G. Zorn Berg (2014) 

He has carried out various comparative studies of geosynthetics in geotechnical projects for this research. It updates 

the data that Zornberg supplied. (2012). The following characteristics of each kind of geotechnical project are 

discussed: (i) some design challenges, (ii) a creative use of geosynthetics to solve the challenges, and (iii) a recent 

project showcasing the innovative use of geosynthetics. The innovative application of geosynthetics in the design of 

earth dams, resistive barriers, unsaturated barriers, veneer slopes, coastal protection systems, foundations, bridge 
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abutments, retaining walls, embankments, and pavements is the focus of this article. K.S. Gill and Pardeep Singh 

(2012) They discovered that the kind of sub-grade, sub-base, and base course materials had a significant impact on the 

quality and lifespan of pavement. The sub-grade soil's kind and quality are the most crucial of them. However, in 

India, the majority of flexible pavements must be built over a poor and troublesome sub-grade. These sub-grades have 

extremely low California bearing ratios (CBR), hence extra pavement thickness is required. A quest for an affordable 

way of converting locally available problematic soil to appropriate building materials has been prompted by a decline 

in the availability of suitable sub base and base materials for the construction of pavements. The current study must 

investigate how geo-grid reinforcement affects sub-grade soil's maximum dry density (MDD), optimal moisture 

content (OMC), California bearing ratio (CBR), and E-Value. the soils that are clayey. 

Mayura M. Yeole, Twinkal P.Thakur, Yogita Gaurav, Yash Agarwal (2018) 

They discussed the article, which outlines the issue of soft soil and potential solutions. The study stressing point that is 

highlighted in the article is the utilization of geotextile as a reinforcement in soil. The California bearing ratio test was 

run to see how the behavior of the soil changed when geotextile was added or paired with it. For the reading of the 

OMC and MDD, which are 14.35% for pure soil and 11.38% for soil with geotextile, they ran the Modified Proctor 

Teston on the soil with and without geotextile. The CBR test technique was therefore finalized using the reading that 

was received. The test was done for soaking conditions that were taken at various depths with various layers of the 

geotextile material.. 

   Taylor M. Goldman (2011) 

In a three-year effort, he conducted research to ascertain the advantages of employing geosynthetic reinforcements to 

enhance the performance of flexible pavements built over subpar subgrade soils. The test site, often referred to as the 

Marked Tree site, is a low-volume, 850-foot (258-meter) long frontage road section on Highway 63 near the Arkansas 

community of Marked Tree. The site was built in 2005 and consists of 17 50-feet (15.2-m) long flexible pavement test 

sections with a variety of geosynthetic reinforcements (woven and nonwoven geotextiles, and geogrids), all of which 

were placed at the base-subgrade interface, and base course thicknesses of 6 in (15.2 cm) and 10 in (25.4 cm). To 

enable for monitoring of the relative performance of reinforced and unreinforced sections of similar basal thicknesses, 

one section in each nominal base course sector was left unreinforced. In this research, deflection-based surface testing 

carried out between 2008 and 2011 and subsurface forensic investigations finished in October 2010 were used to 

analyze the various sections. In several of the test sections in the spring of 2010, there were indications of significant 

pavement stress. Distress studies showed that all of the failed sections had nominal base thicknesses of 6-in (15.2-cm) 

and were reinforced with different geosynthetics. Failed sections were characterized above as sections with average 

rut depths > 0.5 in (1.3 cm). Despite getting more than twice as many ESALs as sections with 6-in (15.2-cm) nominal 

base thicknesses, none of the 10-in (25.4-cm) sections had failed. 

P. B. Ullagaddi, T.K.Nagaraj (2010) 

They conducted research on a geosynthetic-reinforced two-layered soil system, and according to their findings, three 

distinct varieties of woven and non-woven geotextiles with various physical and mechanical characteristics were used 

in the study. Experimental study suggests that there has been improvement in CBR Value, which raises bearing 

capacity.The thickness of the soil layer may be decreased while still performing the same function due to an 

improvement in bearing capacity. Weaved geotextile was shown to be more successful in raising CBR value than non-

woven geotextile based on U.S. corporations and IRC technique. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

GEOSYNTHETICS 

In civil engineering projects, geosynthetic materials are utilized for a variety of reasons, including as separation, 

drainage, reinforcing, and filtration. Gaining advantages in terms of material quality control, manufacturing quality 

control, cost advantages, technical superiority, reducing construction time, material development, material availability, 

and environmental sensitivity play a significant role in replacing these materials with alternatives. 

Table 1. Functions of geosynthetic materials (Hayden and friends, 1999). 

  Function Geotextile Geogrid Geomembrane Geocomposite 

Filtering √   √ 

Drainage √   √ 

Separation √    

Strengthening √ √   
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Insulation √  √  

A geotextile, according to ASTM, is a permeable textile fabric used in conjunction with soil, rock, soil, or another 

geotechnical engineering material as a component of a building project, structure, or system.The three major materials 

used to make geotextiles are polyester (PES), polypropylene (PP), and polyethylene. (PE-HD). It may be found as felt 

mats, either as geocafes or as materials mixed. The production of felt materials involves mechanical, thermal, or 

chemical stability of endless or superficially stacked fibers. Mats with mechanical reinforcement are created by 

needling. This technique ensures that the fiber systems are woven together by immersing the ear needles in the fiber 

mat to be crushed and then withdrawing them once again. The felt-like material that has been mechanically 

strengthened becomes thick, soft, and simple to form. Typically, heating under pressure is used to attach the thermally 

stabilized felt material. The overlapping points of the strands undergo fusion because of their low melting sheath. By 

soaking a bonding substance and then heating it, it is possible to create felt that chemically stiffens. Where the fibers 

come into touch with one another, a strong link forms. Consequently, the material is chemically toughened becomes 

exceedingly hard. This geotextile, which resembles felt, is typically stretchable and permeable to water. Fibers are 

organized perpendicular to one another inside the tissue. The kind and type of fibers distinguish them from one 

another. With the use of geotextile, medium, poor, and particularly extremely poor infrastructures may be upgraded. 

Geotextiles are permeable geosynthetic materials that have a thickness of 0.4 to 3 mm and a weight of 70 to 350 gr. 

They are made of synthetic polypropylene or polyester fibers. Depending on their structure, geosynthetics are 

researched in two separate groups; Woven Perpendicular to the fiber layer, geotextile Nonwoven geotextiles that 

exhibit isotropic behavior and have a random distribution of fibers. These adaptable geosynthetic materials, which 

have excellent deformation characteristics Layers of granular material are separated. Increasing the contact surface on 

ground with inadequate mechanical strength to strengthen the ground,tiny cavity structure filters, A drainage system is 

created using a water-permeable construction. 

FUNCTIONS OF GEOSYNTHETICS 

Due to its hollow, only partly durable structure, and user-friendly capabilities, geotextiles are extensively employed in 

various areas of the construction industry. Six geotextile functions are taken into account while creating geotextiles for 

building constructions. Geosynthetics with a bare cavity structure are used for separation, filtration, drainage, 

protection, and reinforcing. By saturating the hollow structure, they are also utilized for insulation. Function as a 

separator: The geotextile serves as a separator when it is positioned at the boundary between coarse and fine-grained 

soil. As a result, it prevents the materials from mixing together as a result of dynamic or static stress emanating from 

the superstructure. Geotextiles separate two floors with distinct geotechnical features because to their continuity, 

flexibility, deformability, permeability, and high tensile strength without obstructing the free flow of water. When 

geotextile materials are employed for separation reasons in addition to these uses. Increases the service life and 

carrying capacity of the roadways by allowing the drainage of surplus water and preventing the movement of fine-

grained soils under dynamic stresses. Ensures continuity even during adverse weather circumstances when work may 

be halted because it avoids combining fine-grained ground with high-quality materials. With improved compaction 

and less aggregate needed for filling and infrastructure projects during the building of roads and railroads, it serves 

many purposes on its own. The geotextile serves as a filter, enabling water to flow through while still holding the floor 

with the lowest grain diameter and preventing it from drifting. A geotextile is positioned to block water movement. 

The geotextile that will be used for filtering purposes should have an appropriate maximum pore opening, enough 

water permeability, less compression effect, and high porosity. Some fine-grained dirt is transported with the water in 

the soil after the geotextile has been laid down. This material must pass through the geotextile material that was 

transported in the first step. As a result, a layer free of fine-grained material develops against the geotextile. This 

naturally serves as a layer of screened filtration to stop tiny particles from moving towards the geotextile. A less 

permeable layer is created and the flow of water is stopped if these tiny grains are kept within the Geotextile. The 

permeability of the geotextile should be at least as high as the permeability of the ground in order to not obstruct water 

movement and to avoid the development of pore pressure. When building significant dam constructions, the safety 

factor is set at 10 or 100 to account for the possibility of clogging and the compression of the geotextile into an 

impermeable structure. Drainage purpose: Along its plane, the geotextile carries liquid or gas to the appropriate exit. 

The liquid or gas is gathered in the Geotextile before being sent on its own plane. Ground is less permeable than 

geotextiles. Water flow may be produced in their planes, especially if they are porous and a suitable slope is attained. 

Since water must be drained, it is advantageous to utilize in structures like tunnels, vertical drains, reservoir 

pavements, and foundation walls. High permeability, high pressure resistance, and strong filter characteristics in their 

plane are required of geotextile materials used for drainage. Spreading uniformly distributed point loads across a large 

area strengthens the bulk of the floor by preventing the formation of tensile tensions. Geotextile materials, unlike 
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flooring, have tensile strength. They reinforce the soil by linking the structure, which increases the tensile strength and 

deformation capacity before breaking. Reducing or eliminating the demand for aggregate material used for 

reinforcement in road projects on soft floors may result in considerable material savings.by putting it where it is 

needed, such as around the ground layer, a structural component, or a contact surface. For instance; The geotextile 

material used to fill the space between the asphalt pavement and the previous road surface or the geomembrane and 

the concrete surface Geotextiles serve as a protective layer by dispersing the desired material across a greater area, 

minimizing the deformation and stress that would otherwise need waterproofing, and shielding the materials it is 

sandwiched between from deformation like ripping and piercing.Providing a framework that will operate as a sort of 

geomembrane, the geotextile material is soaked with bitumen or plastic insulating materials to create an impermeable 

layer. When paving over the existing road surface on newly constructed roads, geotextile materials are employed as 

insulation. In order to create an impermeable structure, the geotextile that will be used for insulation must be able to 

hold enough bitumen. 

USAGE AREAS OF GEOSYNTHETICS 

There are several uses for geotextile materials. However, while looking at the primary titles, geotextile materials are 

used in order to perform the separation, filtering, drainage, strengthening, protection, and insulating tasks. Geotextile 

materials' primary function is to aid in the reduction of stresses and deformations, as well as to improve the bearing 

capacity and extend the life of the additional layers. Between the platform or frost protection layer and the existing 

floor, geo synthetic material is employed. It is then put on the platform that has been compacted and coated with a 

covering material. In roads and railways, geotextile material is used to consistently distribute both static and dynamic 

impacts to the ground in order to avoid uneven settlements. In this situation, geotextile materials should also inhibit 

the pumping of fine materials into coarser top sheets since they are affected by both hydraulic and mechanical 

formations. Geotextile materials are non-decaying synthetic fiber felt mats or cages that have been thermally bonded 

or pinned. The heavier the felt must be, the lower the floor's bearing capability must be. The needled geotextiles weigh 

nearly twice as much as the thermally stabilized ones, which weigh between 100 and 200 g/m2. During platform 

correction, geotextile materials may be mechanically applied. In this approach, frost damage is considered as an 

economic benefit since there is no extra labor necessary for the application of geotextile material, initial construction 

costs are relatively cheap, and after the application will lower the maintenance and renewal costs in the area. There are 

several uses for geotextile materials. However, while looking at the primary titles, geotextile materials are used in 

order to perform the separation, filtering, drainage, strengthening, protection, and insulating tasks. Geotextile 

materials' primary function is to aid in the reduction of stresses and deformations, as well as to improve the bearing 

capacity and extend the life of the additional layers. Between the platform or frost protection layer and the existing 

floor, geo synthetic material is employed. It is then put on the platform that has been compacted and coated with a 

covering material. In roads and railways, geotextile material is used to consistently distribute both static and dynamic 

impacts to the ground in order to avoid uneven settlements. In this situation, geotextile materials should also inhibit 

the pumping of fine materials into coarser top sheets since they are affected by both hydraulic and mechanical 

formations. Geotextile materials are non-decaying synthetic fiber felt mats or cages that have been thermally bonded 

or pinned. The heavier the felt must be, the lower the floor's bearing capability must be. The needled geotextiles weigh 

nearly twice as much as the thermally stabilized ones, which weigh between 100 and 200 g/m2. During platform 

correction, geotextile materials may be mechanically applied. In this approach, frost damage is considered as an 

economic benefit since there is no extra labor necessary for the application of geotextile material, initial construction 

costs are relatively cheap, and after the application will lower the maintenance and renewal costs in the area. There are 

several uses for geotextile materials.  

GEOSYNTHETICS IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION 

Better subsurface seepage, bank fortification, and disintegration control are just a few uses for geosynthetics. In any 

case, one of their most well-known uses is the construction of roads, especially transient ones like access roads, 

construction roads, and forest trails. The following are some advantages of employing geosynthetics in a variety of 

applications. Because of the separating function of geotextile, it was applied to the road infrastructure in Figure 1 to 

keep the layers from merging together. 
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Figure 1. Geosynthetics in road construction 

BEARING LIMIT: 

It is crucial that the subgrade be stable with a sufficient bearing limit in order to construct the two highways and 

parking garages. The bearing limit is increased by using geogrids between the subsoil and base course. The spread 

soil's interaction with the geogrid results in level power movement, which helps to increase the bearing capacity and, 

for the most part, takes into account a reduction in base course thickness. Moreover, this technique eliminates the need 

for expensive soil commerce.. 

RUTTING: 

Rutting and the mixing of distributed material into the subsurface are two major issues when constructing unpaved 

roads on fragile subsoil. Geogrids prevent rutting and soil intermixing by enhancing load circulation. The 

requirements of a certain work will guide the selection of the necessary geogrid. 

ESTABLISHMENT POWER: 

At long last, it's essential to consider a geogrid's protection from establishment loads. High unique anxieties can 

negatively affect support while introducing and compacting spread soils and base course materials. To withstand this 

pressure, a geogrid ought to have thick, solid support bars. 

4. CONCLUSION 

With the development of geotextile materials in the 1960s, geosynthetic materials entered the area of geotechnical 

engineering and are now extensively employed in a variety of civil engineering disciplines, including road 

constructions. Geosynthetic materials are used in road engineering for a variety of purposes, including drainage 

structures, layer separation, irregular settlement prevention, waterproofing, product protection, and reinforcement of 

the superstructure and infrastructure layers. 

The usage of geotextile and geomembrane materials in road engineering is widespread in our nation, as it is across the 

globe, and various applications are regularly observed in line with the functions of these materials. Yet, as can be seen 

from the study, although there have been numerous applications throughout the globe to reduce the thickness of the 

ballast and sub-ballast layers and increase road line stability by employing geogrid material, there have yet to be any 

known uses in our nation. 
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