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ABSTRACT 

Brassica nigra, commonly known as black mustard/Rai, has been utilized in traditional medicine for centuries, valued 

for its diverse therapeutic properties. This review aims to bridge the gap between ancient knowledge and contemporary 

research on the medicinal applications of Brassica nigra. Traditionally, the seeds and oil of B. nigra have been used to 

treat a variety of ailments including respiratory disorders, digestive issues, and muscular pain. The high glucosinolate 

content in the seeds is primarily responsible for its therapeutic effects, which include anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, 

and analgesic properties. Modern scientific investigations have validated many of these traditional uses, uncovering 

additional potential health benefits. Research has demonstrated the effectiveness of B. nigra in combating oxidative 

stress, owing to its rich antioxidant profile. Studies also highlight its role in cancer prevention and management, 

attributed to its bioactive compounds such as sinigrin and ally isothiocyanate. Furthermore, B. nigra exhibits significant 

antimicrobial activity, making it a valuable resource in the development of natural antibiotics. 

This review consolidates the traditional applications of Brassica nigra and correlates them with modern pharmacological 

findings, underscoring its relevance in contemporary herbal medicine. By integrating historical wisdom with current 

scientific insights, this work emphasizes the importance of Brassica nigra in both traditional healing practices and 

modern therapeutic interventions. 

Keywords: Black mustard, traditional medicine, herbal medicine, glucosinolate, antioxidants, anti-inflammatory, 
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1. INTRODUCTION. 

Brassica nigra, commonly known as black mustard, has a storied history in traditional medicine, celebrated for its wide 

array of therapeutic properties. Belonging to the Brassicaceae family, B.nigra is a well-known species for its potent 

seeds, which have been used for medicinal purposes across various cultures. Traditionally, black mustard has been 

employed to treat a spectrum of health conditions, including respiratory ailments, digestive problems, muscular pain, 

and skin diseases. The seeds are particularly noted for their high glucosinolate content, which converts to bioactive 

compounds like allyl isothiocyanate when crushed, providing the basis for many of its medicinal benefits. 

In traditional systems of medicine, such as Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), Brassica nigra has been 

revered for its warming properties, often used to stimulate circulation, alleviate pain through topical applications, and 

as an expectorant to clear respiratory congestion. 

Mustard poultices and plasters were common remedies for relieving chest congestion and muscle stiffness, while 

mustard oil was used both internally and externally to treat a variety of conditions. 

Modern scientific research has begun to substantiate many of these traditional uses, uncovering additional health benefits 

and expanding our understanding of the mechanisms behind its therapeutic effects. Studies have demonstrated that the 

bioactive compounds in B. nigra possess significant anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and antioxidant properties. These 

findings are crucial in exploring its potential in preventing and managing chronic diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular 

diseases, and diabetes. The antimicrobial properties of B. nigra make it a promising candidate for developing new natural 

antibiotics in an era of increasing antibiotic resistance. 

This paper aims to explore the convergence of traditional knowledge and modern scientific research on Brassica nigra, 

highlighting its enduring relevance in herbal medicine. By examining historical uses alongside contemporary 

pharmacological findings, we seek to provide a comprehensive understanding of the medicinal potential of black 

mustard, paving the way for its integration into modern therapeutic practices. 

Aim of the Study 

The aim of this study is to comprehensively explore the traditional and modern applications of Brassica nigra (black 

mustard) in herbal medicine. This study seeks to bridge the gap between historical ethnobotanical uses and contemporary 

scientific research, providing a holistic understanding of the medicinal potential of B. nigra. The specific objectives are 

as follows: 

To documentation of  

traditional medicinal uses 

of Brassica nigra 

This includes a thorough review of historical texts, traditional medicine systems 

such as Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), and ethnobotanical 

studies that detail the use of black mustard in treating various 
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To investigate the 

phytochemical constituents 

of Brassica nigra 

This involves identifying the key bioactive compounds present in B. nigra, 

particularly glucosinolate and their derivatives, and understanding their roles in its 

medicinal properties. 

To review modern 

pharmacological research 

This encompasses an analysis of contemporary studies that examine the 

pharmacological effects of B. nigra, including its anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, 

antioxidant, and anticancer activities. The aim is to validate traditional uses through 

scientific evidence and to uncover new potential health benefits. 

To assess the therapeutic 

potential of Brassica nigra 

in modern medicine 

This includes exploring the integration of B. nigra into modern therapeutic 

practices, its potential in developing new treatments for chronic diseases, and its 

role in addressing current health challenges such as antibiotic resistance. 

By achieving these objectives, the study aims to highlight the enduring relevance of Brassica nigra in herbal medicine 

and to encourage its continued use and research in modern medical applications. 

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The medicinal applications of Brassica nigra (black mustard) have been extensively explored in both traditional and 

modern contexts, reflecting the plant's enduring relevance in herbal medicine. Bhatt and Sharma (2017) (1) provide a 

comprehensive ethnobotanical perspective, highlighting the traditional uses of B. nigra in various cultures, particularly 

within Indian medicinal systems. They emphasize the plant's efficacy in treating respiratory disorders, digestive issues, 

and inflammatory conditions, which has been validated by centuries of empirical use in folk medicine. 

Expanding on these traditional applications, Khan and Ullah (2015) (3) delve into the broader medicinal uses of mustard 

seeds, underscoring their significance in traditional medicine across different regions. Their review points to the anti-

inflammatory, antimicrobial, and digestive benefits of B. nigra, which have made it a staple in various indigenous 

healing practices. 

In the modern context, the therapeutic potential of Brassica nigra has been rigorously investigated through scientific 

research. Gao and Wang (2018) (2) provide a comprehensive review of the plant's potential in cancer therapy, focusing 

on its bioactive compounds, particularly glucosinolate and isothiocyanate. These compounds have demonstrated 

promising anticancer properties, including the inhibition of tumor growth and the induction of apoptosis in cancer cells. 

Mithen and Lewis (2016) (5) offer an update on the pharmacological properties of mustard seed compounds, reinforcing 

the findings of earlier studies on their anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and anticancer activities. Their work underscores 

the growing interest in B. nigra as a source of natural compounds for the development of novel therapeutic agents. 

The phytochemical composition of B. nigra is further explored by Nakamura and Fujii (2022) (7) who conducted a 

detailed profiling of its seeds. Their research highlights the diversity of bioactive compounds present in B. nigra and 

their associated health benefits, including cardiovascular protection and enhanced immune function. 

Kumar and Sharma (2020) (4) contribute to this body of knowledge by reviewing the impact of mustard seed compounds 

on health, with a particular focus on recent advances in understanding their molecular mechanisms. They discuss the 

role of these compounds in modulating oxidative stress, inflammation, and metabolic processes, which are critical in 

the prevention and management of chronic diseases. 

Mollestad and Holm (2021) (6) provide a detailed review of Brassica nigra in both traditional and modern medicine, 

bridging the gap between historical practices and contemporary scientific findings. They emphasize the plant's continued 

relevance in herbal medicine, supported by growing evidence of its efficacy in treating a wide range of conditions. 

Patel and Patel (2023) (8) explore innovative approaches in utilizing Brassica nigra in herbal medicine, highlighting 

current perspectives on its applications in modern therapeutics. Their work suggests that integrating traditional 

knowledge with modern research can lead to the development of more effective and sustainable health interventions. 

Singh and Kumar (2024) (9) and Zhou and Li (2024) (10) both provide insights into the therapeutic applications of mustard 

seed compounds, with a particular focus on Brassica nigra. Singh and Kumar emphasize its role in traditional and 

complementary medicine, while Zhou and Li discuss its modern applications, illustrating the plant's adaptability and 

potential in addressing contemporary health challenges. 

Together, these studies form a robust foundation of knowledge, demonstrating the multifaceted applications of Brassica 

nigra in both traditional and modern medicine. They highlight the plant's significant therapeutic potential, supported by 

a rich history of use and ongoing scientific exploration. 

Classification and Morphology of Brassica nigra 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Phylum: Angiosperms 
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Order: Capparales 

Family: Brassicaceae (Cruciferae) 

Genus:  Brassica 

Species: Brassica nigra 

Root The plant features a well-developed taproot system that allows it to access deep soil moisture and 

nutrients. 

Stem Brassica nigra has an erect, herbaceous stem that can grow up to 1.5-2 meters in height. 

The stem is typically branched, especially in the upper part of the plant, and can be smooth or slightly 

hairy. 

Leaves The leaves are alternately arranged along the stem. 

Lower leaves are large, lobed, and can be up to 20 cm long, with a petiole (leaf stalk) that is often 

winged. 

Upper leaves are smaller, lanceolate, and sessile (without a stalk), clasping the stem. 

Leaf margins are toothed, and the surface can be rough to the touch. 

Flower Brassica nigra produces small, bright yellow flowers arranged in racemes (flower clusters). 

Each flower has four petals arranged in a cross shape, characteristic of the Brassicaceae family. 

The flowers are hermaphroditic (containing both male and female organs) and are pollinated by 

insects. 

Fruit The fruit is a silique, a type of seed pod that is elongated and narrow, typically 2-5 cm long. 

Silique is smooth and contains multiple seeds arranged in a single row. 

Seed Seeds of Brassica nigra are small, spherical, and black or dark brown in color. 

Each seed is about 1-2 mm in diameter. 

Seeds contain a high concentration of glucosinolate, which are responsible for the plant's pungent 

flavor and medicinal properties. 

 

(Plant)                                   (Flower)                                   (Seed) 

Bioactive Compounds Found in Brassica nigra 

Brassica nigra (black mustard) is renowned for its diverse array of bioactive compounds, which contribute to its 

medicinal properties. The Following bioactive compounds are found in Brassica nigra: 

Glucosinolate Sinigrin: The most prominent glucosinolate in Brassica nigra. Upon hydrolysis by 

the enzyme myrosinase, sinigrin converts to ally isothiocyanate, which exhibits 

strong antimicrobial, anticancer, and anti-inflammatory properties. 

Isothiocyanate Ally isothiocyanate (AITC): Derived from sinigrin, AITC is responsible for the 

pungent flavor of black mustard and has potent antimicrobial and anticancer 

activities. 

Phenolic Compounds Flavonoids: These include kaempferol and quercetin, which have antioxidant 

properties and contribute to the plant's anti-inflammatory effects. 

Phenolic acids: Such as Ferulic acid and Caffeic acid, known for their antioxidant 

and anti-inflammatory activities. 
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Essential Oils Mustard oil: Contains various volatile compounds, primarily ally isothiocyanate, 

which has been shown to possess antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and analgesic 

properties. 

Fatty Acids Omega-3 and Omega-6 fatty acids: Present in mustard oil, these essential fatty 

acids are important for maintaining cardiovascular health and reducing 

inflammation. 

Alkaloids Berberine and other minor alkaloids: These compounds contribute to the 

antimicrobial properties of the plant. 

Proteins and Peptides Mustard protein: Known for its nutritional value and potential health benefits, 

including anti-inflammatory effects. 

Vitamins and Minerals Vitamins: Including vitamins A, C, and K, which play crucial roles in immune 

function, antioxidant defense, and blood clotting. 

Minerals: Such as calcium, magnesium, potassium, and iron, which are essential 

for various physiological functions. 

Traditional Medicinal Uses of Brassica nigra in Ayurveda 

In Ayurveda, Brassica nigra (black mustard) is known as "Rai" or "Sarshapa" and has been valued for its therapeutic 

properties for centuries. The seeds and oil of the plant are commonly used in various Ayurvedic formulations to treat a 

wide range of ailments. Key traditional uses include: 

Kapha Disorders Brassica nigra is considered to pacify Kapha doshas due to its pungent taste and 

heating properties. It is used to alleviate conditions caused by an excess of Kapha, 

such as congestion, asthma, and bronchitis. Mustard seeds are used to prepare 

poultices that are applied to the chest to relieve respiratory congestion and promote 

the expulsion of mucus. 

Digestive Aid Mustard seeds are used to stimulate digestion and improve appetite in Ayurvedic 

practice. They are believed to ignite the digestive fire (Agni), making them useful in 

treating conditions like indigestion, bloating, and flatulence. A small amount of 

mustard seeds is often taken before meals to aid in digestion. 

Pain Relief The seeds and oil of Brassica nigra are traditionally used to relieve muscle and joint 

pain. The warming effect of mustard oil, when applied externally, helps in alleviating 

pain and stiffness in conditions such as arthritis, rheumatism, and muscular aches. 

Mustard oil is often used for massaging sore muscles and joints to improve circulation 

and reduce pain. 

Skin Disorders In Ayurveda, mustard oil is used topically to treat various skin conditions. It is 

believed to have antiseptic and anti-inflammatory properties, making it effective in 

treating conditions like eczema, dermatitis, and wounds. Mustard oil is also used to 

reduce skin dryness and improve skin texture. 

Detoxification Mustard seeds are considered beneficial for detoxification in Ayurveda. They are 

believed to help in the elimination of toxins from the body, particularly through the 

skin and digestive system. Mustard baths, where mustard powder is added to warm 

water, are used to promote sweating and detoxification. 

Respiratory Health Brassica nigra is traditionally used to treat respiratory conditions like colds, coughs, 

and sinusitis. Inhalation of mustard seed fumes is recommended for clearing nasal 

passages, and mustard poultices are applied to the chest and back to alleviate 

symptoms of respiratory infections. 

Cardiovascular Health Mustard oil is used in Ayurveda for its heart-protective properties. It is believed to 

improve circulation, lower cholesterol levels, and support overall cardiovascular 

health. Regular consumption of mustard oil is recommended in Ayurvedic diets to 

maintain heart health. 

Hair and Scalp Care Mustard oil is traditionally used to promote hair growth and prevent hair loss. It is 

massaged into the scalp to stimulate blood flow, nourish the hair follicles, and prevent 
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dandruff. Ayurvedic practitioners often recommend mustard oil for maintaining 

healthy hair and scalp. 

Antimicrobial Uses The antimicrobial properties of mustard seeds and oil are utilized in Ayurveda to treat 

infections and wounds. Mustard oil is applied to cuts, bruises, and insect bites to 

prevent infection and promote healing. 

Anti-inflammatory and 

Analgesic 

The seeds and oil of Brassica nigra are known for their potent anti-inflammatory 

properties, often used to relieve pain and reduce inflammation in conditions such as 

arthritis, muscle pain, and joint stiffness. Mustard plasters or poultices are commonly 

applied to affected areas to alleviate pain. 

Anticancer Potential: The bioactive compounds in Brassica nigra, particularly isothiocyanate like allyl 

isothiocyanate, have shown potential anticancer properties. They are believed to 

inhibit the growth of cancer cells and prevent the formation of tumors. 

Muscle Relaxant Mustard baths, where mustard powder is added to warm water, are used to relax 

muscles, alleviate soreness, and improve circulation. 
 

3. CONCLUSION 

The exploration of Brassica nigra (black mustard) through both traditional and modern lenses reveals a plant of 

remarkable therapeutic potential and historical significance. Traditionally, B. nigra has been an integral component of 

herbal medicine across various cultures, valued for its efficacy in treating a range of ailments from respiratory issues to 

digestive disorders. Its use in traditional practices, such as poultices for pain relief and mustard oil for skin care, 

underscores its versatility and historical relevance. 

Modern scientific research has validated many of these traditional applications, uncovering the biochemical basis for 

the plant’s therapeutic effects. The primary bioactive compounds in Brassica nigra, including glucosinolate like sinigrin, 

and isothiocyanate such as allyl isothiocyanate, have demonstrated significant anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, 

antioxidant, and anticancer properties. These findings highlight the plant's potential as a natural remedy for 

contemporary health challenges, including chronic diseases and antibiotic resistance. 

The integration of traditional knowledge with modern scientific insights has enhanced our understanding of B. nigra 

and expanded its applications in contemporary medicine. For instance, the plant's anti-inflammatory and analgesic 

properties are being explored for their roles in managing conditions such as arthritis and muscular pain. Its antioxidant 

and anticancer potentials offer promising avenues for preventive and therapeutic strategies against chronic diseases. 

In conclusion, Brassica nigra serves as a compelling example of how traditional herbal practices can be substantiated 

and augmented by modern research. The continued investigation into its therapeutic properties not only reaffirms its 

historical uses but also paves the way for new medicinal applications. Embracing this synergy between traditional 

wisdom and modern science can lead to innovative approaches in herbal medicine, ultimately enhancing our capacity 

to address both age-old and emerging health concerns 
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